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Sender’s address

School’s address

Date
Dear (name of  Headteacher)
Re: Primary Science Quality Mark recruitment
As you may know, the Primary Science Quality Mark award scheme was launched last year by The Association for Science Education, the national network of Science Learning Centres and Barnet Local Authority.
The award scheme develops and celebrates the quality of science teaching and learning in primary schools. The scheme is developmental and is supported by online mentoring, 2 days professional development per annum for 2 people, and an interactive e-portal. Expert hub leaders, will support up to 10 schools in a local area and at the end of the year, schools achieve a bronze, silver or gold award. 
In the Ofsted report into Science teaching 2007-10, published January 2011 inspectors identify the Primary Science Quality Mark as an important mechanism for bringing about improvement in primary science. 
Inspectors’ interviews with staff in the schools that participated in the initiative confirmed the improvements in teachers’ confidence and ability to teach science, with a consequent positive impact not only on pupils’ performance but also on their engagement and enjoyment. 

I have included with this letter a short report from one of the science subject leaders who took part in the Primary Science Quality Mark in 2010. It will give you an idea of what taking part entails and the benefits for you and your school.

The purpose of writing this letter is to ask if your school would be interested in joining our local hub which I will lead and taking part in the scheme. The award costs £500 per school to take part, in addition to ASE membership (school or individual) which you may already have. The £500 could come from a variety of sources e.g. Local Authority, Parent Teacher Association, Rotary Club, etc.  
Further details are available at www.psqm.org.uk or by emailing psqm@slcs.ac.uk The first professional development session will take place  .......................................  so I hope that you will agree to take part in the scheme this year. If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact me.
Kind regards, 

XXX
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